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Dear ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues: 
In this presentation I will show in brief the history of the beginning, methodology and 
structure of the guide on the archive material for the Provinces illyriennes. 
 
For publication of the present guide, we are grateful above all to the late Hervé Bastien 
(1965–1996), an archivist in the Historical Centre of the National Archives in Paris. During 
one of his travels to Croatia he met with the director of the Croatian State Archives at that 
time, Josip Kolanović. He proposed the publication of an international guide for the period of 
Napoleon’s rule and his administration on the eastern coast of the Adriatic and in the territory 
of the Eastern Alps. Luckily this project coincided with other international projects that were 
planned by the International Council on Archives and the Council of Europe (collecting 
sources for the history of Poland, preparing a guide for the material of Comintern in Moscow, 
etc.) 
In the beginning the project was bilateral, namely between France and Croatia.  Slovenia 
accepted participation in the project in March 2000 and proposed two archivists to participate 
in the project. Those were Adrijan Kopitar and Andreja Klasinc Škofljanec. In accordance 
with quick development of the project, the archives services of Italy, Montenegro and Austria 
also acceded. Huge support to the project was shown by Ugo Cova, PhD, former director of 
the State Archives in Trieste; Vladimir Žumer, PhD, former director of the Archives of the 
Republic of Slovenia; Wilhelm Wadl, PhD, director of the Regional Archives of Carinthia; 
and Rajko Kalezić, former director of the State Archives of Montenegro. 
Upon a proposal from the French Archives Directorate, which was presented in the beginning 
of 2000, an analysis of the project was made. With this analysis, the Directorate participated 
in the call for proposals within the project Europe, Common Heritage (L'Europe, un 
patrimoine commun). The call for proposals was prepared at the initiative of the Council of 
Europe. The project was accepted at the meeting of the French National Committee on 28 
March 2000. After the completed work, an interdisciplinary colloquium was to be organised 
on the history of the Provinces illyriennes. As direction of the project could not be assigned to 
a country that was not a member of the European Union, the direction was by consent 
assigned to France. But support for the project did not guarantee financial support from the 
Council of Europe.  
 
The guide “Napoleon and his administration along the eastern Adriatic and in the territory of 
the Eastern Alps (1806–1814)” (Napoléon et son administration en Adriatique orientale et 
dans les Alpes de l'Est) contains information about archive sources for the period of 
Napoleon’s administration. This includes territories which Napoleon I united with a decree 
dated 14 October 1809 (the Peace of Vienna or Schonnbrun). These territories were named 
the Illyrian Provinces (Provinces illyriennes), and their seat was in Ljubljana. 
 
The sources presented in the guide are therefore from the period 1806 until 1814 for the 
territories surrendered to France after the peace of Bratislava. The first peace treaty in Paris 
on 30 May 1814 represented the end of the French administration in the provinces and the 
return of the Austrian (Habsburg) rule. The mentioned territories were ultimately returned to 
the Austrian rule on 9 June 1815 with the final protocol of the Congress of Vienna. 



The provinces included the territory of western and central Slovenia and a part of Carinthia. 
The essence of setting up the provinces was control over the Adriatic and thereby reinforcing 
continental blockage, ensuring an unimpeded route to Turkey and thereby unimpeded import 
of Macedonian cotton, as well as help to Turkey in the war with Russia, and, not least, to 
obtain a convenient position in the case of division of Turkey. 
At the same time the provinces were an exposed and controlled territory for protection of the 
Kingdom of Italy in case of Austrian attack.  
 
In the provinces, various administrative systems existed: in the territory of the Alps – the 
Austrian system; in civil Croatia – the Croatian-Hungarian system; in Istria and Dalmatia – 
the Italian system; and in the Vojna krajina (Military Frontier, Croatia) – a military system. 
In the mentioned territory various nations lived: Slovenes in Carinthia, Carniola, in the area 
around Gorizia and in Istria; Croats in Istria, Dalmatia, Dubrovnik, in civil Croatia and in the 
Military Frontier; Austrians in Tyrol and Carinthia; Italians in the area around Gorizia, in 
Istria and Dalmatia; and Serbs in Dalmatia and the Military Frontier. 
 
Although the French rule was short, from 1806 to 1814 in Istria and Dalmatia and 1809 to 
1814 in the rest of the territory, it brought development in the sphere of society and culture. It 
contributed to the end of the feudal system, to abolishing guilds and partial serfdom; it 
accelerated the modernisation of administration and health care, and at the same time 
implemented public schooling and a modern judicial system.  
 
The purpose of the guide is to collect the material that is now dispersed around various 
archives in France, Italy, Slovenia, Austria, Montenegro and Croatia, and to present all the 
documents originating from the work of the administration, courts, notaries, military, 
schooling, economy, public health care and printing, as well as the documents of certain 
important personalities. These sources will be of great help to researchers studying that period 
and territory, and at the same time they will contribute to the better understanding of 
multiculturalism in the provinces.   
 
The collection of data on the relevant fonds took relatively long. The project was directed and 
coordinated in France, Slovenia, Montenegro and Croatia by national archives, and in Italy 
and Austria by a regional archive. These were assigned the task of registering the fonds kept 
by the archives, as well as by other institutions (libraries, museums). 
 
The first working meeting was on 21 November 2000 in the Croatian State Archives in 
Zagreb. The meeting was attended by representatives of France (Marie Paule Arnauld, Yvette 
Lebrigrand and Christine Nougaret from the National Archives of France), Italy (Pierpaolo 
Dorsi and Grazia Toto from the State Archives in Trieste), Slovenia (Vladimir Žumer and 
Adrijan Kopitar from the Archive of the Republic of Slovenia in Ljubljana) and Croatia (Josip 
Kolanović, Miljenko Pandžić and Ornata Tadin from the Croatian State Archives). At the 
meeting, common methodological elements for the work on the guide were adopted. At the 
end of 2001, the State Archives of Montenegro and the Regional Archives of Carinthia were 
also invited to participate in the project. Later, the following participants joined the editorial 
committee: Janez Šumrada from Slovenia (a historian and diplomat, currently the ambassador 
of the Republic of Slovenia to Paris), Christine Tropper from Austria (Regional Archives of 
Carinthia) and Jelena Antović from Montenegro (State Archives of Montenegro). 
At the subsequent working meetings, the emphasis was on improving the methodology. They 
agreed to standardise the description of archive fonds on the basis of the General International 
Standard Archival Description (ISAD/G).  



At the meeting in Paris on 26 April 2001, inventory forms were approved which would take 
into consideration the ISAD/G standards. The inventory forms contained elements which 
were obligatory for all participants of the project. Such elements were: 
 
- la référence: code of the country, code of the archive, signature of the fonds; 
- l’intitulé: name of the fonds; 
- les dates extrêmes des documents: the years of the fonds materials; 
- le niveau de description: the level of inventory (of the fonds); 
- l'importance matérielle: data on technical units and running metres; 
- le nom du producteur: only in case it is different from the one in the title and if it can 
be defined; 
- l'histoire du producteur: the history of the creator – only for the period of the 
Provinces illyriennes; 
- l'historique de la coservation: the history of the fonds; 
- les modalités d'entré: the manner of acquiring the archive materials; 
- la présentation du contenu: inventory of the contents; 
- les conditions d'accès: access to materials; 
- les conditions de reproduction: conditions of re-printing the materials; 
- la langue: language; 
- les instruments de recherche: instruments for use of the materials; 
- la bibliographie: only the bibliography relating to written archive materials; 
- question en suspens: if one of the inventory elements is not accessible or does not 
exist, the parameter can be omitted. 
 
The taking of the inventory was limited to the level of the fonds or collection, and only 
exceptionally to the level of the series. All elements of the inventory, including the period and 
extent of the material, were limited to the Napoleonic period. 
The languages of the inventories are Italian, Slovene and Croatian, and an adequate 
translation of all inventories into French. 
 
The editing work on the texts started in 2003. At the meeting of the working group for 
preparation of the guide on 24 October 2003, certain elements of the inventory were 
corrected:  
The following elements were deleted: 
 
- the manner of obtaining materials; 
- the time of creation of material; 
- the level of inventory; 
- accessibility of material; 
- conditions for re-printing. 
 
In the guide are the inventories of fonds and collections of administrations, local government, 
judiciary and other areas kept by state archives (national and regional), but not including other 
public and private archives (e.g. church archives) and other institutions in the sphere of 
culture.  
 
The structure of the guide is as follows: 
 
- Introduction of the participating countries. 



- The presentation of fonds and collections for each country starts with the state 
archives and then with regional archives. In the chapter on France and Croatia, other 
institutions are mentioned which also keep materials (libraries, museums). 
- Territorial division of the Provinces illyriennes from the year 1811. 
- The index of the places mentioned in the general table of territorial division and index 
of current places with concordance. 
- Chronology of the events from 1796 to 1814. It starts with the first arrival of the 
French army to the northern Adriatic. 
- Historical bibliography and bibliography of norms (laws, regulations, rules and official 
gazettes/Journaux officiels). 
- At the end is a provisional classification of fonds and collections by country (Table 
méthodique). 
 
In Slovenia, the following archivists participated in preparation of the guide: 
 
From the Archives of the Republic of Slovenia: Adrijan Kopitar, Alenka Kačičnik Gabrič, 
Andreja Klasinc Škofljanec, Andrej Nared, Andrej Zadnikar, Daniela Juričić Čargo, Jelka 
Melik, Saša Serše. 
 
From the Regional Archives in Koper: Duša Krnel Umek, Mirjana Kontestabile Rovis, 
Zdenka R. Bonin. 
 
From the Regional Archives in Nova Gorica: Ivanka Uršič.  
 
From the Historical Archives Ljubljana: Andreja Peterlin, Jože Suhadolnik, Marjana Kos, 
Sonja Anžič, Žarko Bizjak, Gorazd Stariha, Judita Šega, Mira Hodnik. 
 
The Archives of the Republic of Slovenia was glad to participate in an inter-European project 
preparing the guide Napoleon et son administration en Adriatique orientale et dans les Alpes 
de l'Est (1806–1814), as it contributed to an inter-state collaboration in the sphere of archiving 
activity.  
We greet such collaboration and we hope for more similar projects. 
 


